STONEHENGE

been magically transported from Ireland by Merlin to serve
as a monument to the Celtic heroes, slain in battle with the
Saxons. The archaeologists of the eighteenth century believed
Stonehenge to be Druidic in origin ; now it is generally
accepted as belonging to a period of the Bronze Age not later
than 1400 B.C.

For the ordinary person who is not an archaeologist,
Stonehenge, whatever its date, remains alarmingly impressive.
Dr. Johnson, with the calm assurance of the eighteenth
century, could visit both Salisbury and Stonehenge and
describe them as ' two monuments of art and rudeness, exhi-
biting the first essay and the last perfection in architecture '.
But these gigantic monuments of a civilisation of which we
still know very little elude neat definition. They are an awe-
inspiring reminder of the close spiritual contact between pre-
historic man and the Downs.